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PILSUDSKI OCCUPIES KIELCE
He could have put into action 4,000 men, but the Austrians hesi-
tated, and time passed. On August 5 the rival corps of Riflemen
were united, and Pilsudski formed his first fighting troops into a
company composed of 98 strzelcy and 74 druzyniacy, armed with
Mannlicher repeating rifles. With this small force he crossed the
frontier between Austrian and Russian Poland in the early hours
of August 6, and occupied the town of Kielce, about 75 miles
north-east of Cracow and well into Russian Poland. Pilsudski
made an effort to organize the civil power in the district, Miechow,
which he held, but this state of things did not last long, as the
Austrian authorities put an end to it. They had made a different
plan of campaign for Pilsudski, and they decided that he must
either dissolve his corps of Riflemen or permit them to be joined
up with the Austrian Landsturm and take the same oath as the
Austrian reservists. "If they force me to do that," said Pilsudski
to Daszynski, whom he had appointed assistant military com-
missary, "nothing will be left but for me to shoot myself."
Events took another turn, for on August 16 there was created
at Cracow a new body called the Naczelny Komitet Narodowy
(Supreme National Committee) which protected Pilsudski and
his Legion, as his force was called, from the Austrians. The raid
on Kielce appealed to the imagination of many Poles who felt
that there was once more a Polish Army, small though it was, in
the field against the oppressor. The name Legion, too, had a
magic of its own, as it recalled the valour of the Polish Legions
that fought tinder Poniatowski for Napoleon and under Pulaski
for American Independence. The fame of Pilsudski was magnified
among the Polish masses, and the foundations laid of that devo-
tion of his soldiers he was never to lose. He returned to Cracow
on August 20, and on hearing from Daszynski what the Supreme
National Committee was doing, said to him that his life was
saved.
The Supreme National Committee unanimously decided to
fight against Russia, and to organize the Legions under the
Austrian High Command; it began negotiations at once with the